
 

Hearts for Freedom Youth Counselor/Survivor Advocate 

Job Posting 
 

 
Heartland Girls Ranch is located in Benson, MN approximately 150 miles from the Twin Cities and 30 miles west of Willmar, 
MN. Founded in 1992, HGR is licensed by the MN Department of Corrections to work with girls, ages 12-21; and, on 
average, serves 40-50 girls each year.  HGR is a residential group home that provides housing, supportive services, mental 
health support, equine therapy and a dedicated school for the girls in our program. Girls referred to HGR are considered at-
risk or have been victims of sex trafficking, sexual /physical/verbal abuse and/or are dealing with a variety of emotional, 
behavioral and mental health issues. HGR has capacity of 24 beds in the Main Program, 8 beds in the HFF Program, and 5 
beds in the Strides Transitional Housing Program for HGR residents who are still in need of a supportive housing upon their 
graduation from the Main Program or HFF Program.  
 
 
 

 
Position Summary: 
This position is specifically designed for survivors of commercial sexual exploitation/prostitution who have successfully 
been out of “the life” a minimum of two years (this is a requirement).  The Hearts for Freedom Youth Counselor/Advocate 
develops and maintains a functional, healthy relationship with each resident, but will specifically help meet the specialized 
needs of the sexually exploited youth by developing a therapeutic relationship with them while supervising  Hearts for 
Freedom residents in their daily expectations, co-facilitating groups on sexual exploitation,  prevention and other topics 
geared to address their specific needs of sexually exploited and at-risk youth. This position works in collaboration with and 
to support/educate other staff on the specific needs of sexually exploited youth and also serves as an advocate and public 
speaker/community educator on the issue of sex trafficking and working with victims.   

 
 

                
               Qualifications:         

 HGR is specifically seeking survivors of commercial sexual exploitation/prostitution who have successfully been out 

of “the life” a minimum of two years.  

 A High School Diploma or GED is required.  Some college or pursuit of higher education preferred.  

 Driver's License and ability to transport residents in an HGR vehicle. 

 Ability to communicate with, instruct, guide and counsel individuals who are considered at-risk.   

 Experience with at-risk teenagers is preferred, but not required. 

 Ability to manage an assaultive or physically aggressive resident if the need arises and the ability to be certified and 

maintain certification in CPR and First Aid.   

 Knowledge of or experience in advocacy and/or working with professionals in mental health, corrections, the 

criminal justice system and other systems youth may be involved with.  

 Public speaking and/or community education experience preferred.  

 Knowledge of word processing programs and basic Microsoft Office programs. 

 Desire and ability to set personal goals to improve on one's self, including a priority for self-care.  

 Strong written and oral communication skills  

 Ability to work in and adapt to the culture of a multi-cultural, community based organization  

 Commitment to maintain confidentiality  

 Understanding of the Heartland Girls Ranch’s mission and culture and the ability to maintain appropriate 

boundaries with staff and clients in all circumstances  

 Employment contingent upon passing the criminal background check  
 

 
To request applicant information and an application:  
Please email our Director of Human Resources, Crystal Erickson, at crystal@heartlandgirlsranch.org      
 
 

 

Heartland Girls’ Ranch is an Equal Opportunity Employer and offers competitive salary and benefits.  

mailto:crystal@heartlandgirlsranch.org

